
Viking Blood Still Runs Deep In Britain

March 6, 2014

New study reveals almost one million Brits are of Viking descent

Season two of critically acclaimed U.S. TV show VIKINGS arrives exclusively on Amazon Prime Instant Video

First two episodes available now with new episodes added every Friday, following U.S. broadcast

London, 6th March 2014: According to research released today one in every 33 British men (930,000) can claim to be direct male line descendants
of the Vikings, suggesting the blood of the infamous travellers still flows through our veins today – despite the Norse warriors' British rule ending over
900 years ago.

The genetic study, commissioned to celebrate the season two premiere of hit U.S. TV show VIKINGS on the Amazon Prime Instant Video streaming
service and carried out by BritainsDNA, compared the Y chromosome markers (a piece of DNA inherited from father to son) of over 3,500 men to six
DNA patterns that are rarely found outside of Scandinavia and are associated with the Norse Vikings.

Records suggest that the first Viking longships landed in Britain in 793 AD and that the Vikings went on to rule parts of England until the Battle of
Stamford Bridge in 1066. In their wake they left behind buildings, culture and words that are still used in the English language today. However, the
most lasting legacy of their presence could be in our genes.

Key findings from the research include:

Other areas of Scotland also feature prominently in the list, with Caithness (17.5 per cent), Isle of Man (12.3 per cent), the Western Isles (11.3 percent)
and North West Scotland and the Inner Hebrides (9.9 per cent)

Men from the Shetland (29.2 per cent) and Orkney (25.2 per cent) Islands, heavily populated by the Northmen in the
Viking Age, are most likely to have Viking in their bloodlines according to the research. These two locations top the list of
places in Britain and Ireland where the most Norse blood remains, while parts of England have as many as one in twenty
direct male descendants.
South of the border, Yorkshire (5.6 per cent) and Northern England (4 per cent) are the most prominent areas of the
country for Norse Viking ancestry with over 300,000 Northern men able to claim direct descent – accounting for almost a
third of descendants. Moving further down south the presence of Viking bloodlines drops significantly, with Southwest
England home to as few as 40,000 father line descendants.

Despite being a known hotspot for the Vikings when they first landed, Ireland has very little sign of a Norse genetic
contribution today, with only one in a hundred (1.4 per cent) men from the Emerald Isle thought to have Viking
connections. Indeed, Leinster has a lower count of Viking bloodlines than any other part of Britain or Ireland.

The areas of Britain and Ireland with the highest concentration of Viking ancestry are:

Shetland – 29.2 per cent1. 
Orkney – 25.2 per cent2. 
Caithness – 17.5 per cent3. 
Isle of Man – 12.3 per cent4. 
Western Isles – 11.3 per cent5. 
North West Scotland and Inner Hebrides – 9.9 per cent6. 
Argyll – 5.8 per cent7. 
Yorkshire – 5.6 per cent8. 
North East Scotland – 4.9 per cent9. 
North England – 4 per cent10. 
East England – 3.6 per cent11. 
South West Scotland – 3.2 per cent12. 
South East Scotland – 2.7 per cent13. 
Central England – 2.6 per cent14. 
Central Scotland – 2.2 per cent15. 
South East England – 1.9 per cent16. 

http://www.lovefilm.com/vikings
http://www.britainsdna.com/


South West England – 1.6 per cent17. 
Ireland (Ulster) – 1.4 per cent18. 
Ireland (Munster) – 1.3 per cent19. 
Ireland (Connacht) – 1.2 per cent20. 
Wales – 1 per cent21. 
Ireland (Leinster) – 1 per cent22. 

“Despite arriving well over 1,000 years ago the Viking legacy still remains strong in Britain and Ireland,” said Dr. Jim Wilson, Chief Scientist at
BritainsDNA. “The research suggests that the concentration of Norse blood is quite variable, but as the Y chromosome only relates to the nation’s
male population and only to one ancestral lineage for each man, there is a very real chance that many more of us are related to the Vikings.”

“The research demonstrates the profound effect that the Vikings had on our country when they invaded centuries ago,” added Michael Hirst, creator
and writer of VIKINGS. “To think that many of us may still have the blood of these feared and famed warriors flowing through our veins so long after
their reign is an incredible and profound thought.”

Season two of the hit U.S. TV show VIKINGS premiered on the Amazon Prime Instant Video movie and TV streaming service in February 2014.
Episodes one and two are available to view now with new episodes added every Friday, the day after its U.S. broadcast.

Subscribers to the UK’s largest unlimited subscription streaming service of more than 15,000 popular movies and TV series can watch the latest
episodes from just £5.99 a month, or £79 a year for full Amazon Prime membership – which includes unlimited One-Day Delivery on over 7 million
items and access to 500,000 Kindle books to borrow for just £79 a year.

– Ends –

For further information please contact the Amazon Prime Instant Video press office at Mischief on 020 3128 6600 or mailto:Lovefilm@mischiefpr.com

About the research

The research was commissioned by Amazon Prime Instant Video and conducted by Dr. Jim Wilson of the University of
Edinburgh and Chief Scientist at BritainsDNA
A sample of over 3,500 men with grandfathers from regions of Britain and Ireland was used in the research
The research used six haplogroups (groups of related Y chromosome lineages: R1a-S200, R1a-S201, R1a-S223*,
R1a-S443*, R1b-S182, R1b-S375*), which are known to be common in Scandinavia, are very rare elsewhere, and show a
relationship with surnames considered to be enriched for Norse ancestry or are also present in Iceland or the Faeroes,
known Norse Viking colonies
Danish Vikings are not considered in the research owing to greater difficulty in identifying markers which are specific for
this ancestry
The Y chromosome only provides information about one ancestral lineage. However the differences in haplogroup
frequencies across Britain and Ireland predict differences in Norse ancestry across the other ancestral male lineages as
well – inasmuch as they are a random draw from the underlying distribution of male lineages in that region.

 

-Notes to Editors-

Amazon.co.uk Ltd Press Office:
For more information please contact the Amazon.co.uk Ltd Press Office on 0208 636 9280 or email pressoffice@amazon.co.uk.

About Prime Instant Video
Amazon has combined two of the most popular subscription services in the UK, Amazon Prime and LOVEFiLM Instant, to become Prime Instant
Video. Amazon Prime now offers members unlimited One-Day Delivery on over 7 million items, access to 500,000 Kindle books to borrow and
unlimited streaming of more than 15,000 popular movies and TV episodes through Prime Instant Video. Prime is available at the low price of £79 a
year – a 35% savings for all the benefits of the two previously separate services. Current Prime members can enjoy unlimited streaming at their
current price until their renewal date. Customers who are not already members can start a 30-day free trial of Amazon Prime by visiting
www.amazon.co.uk/prime.

For more information about Amazon Prime, visit www.amazon.co.uk/prime. For more information about Prime Instant Video, visit
www.amazon.co.uk/primevideo.

About Amazon.co.uk
Amazon.co.uk opened its virtual doors in October 1998 and strives to be Earth’s most customer-centric company, where customers can find and
discover anything they might want to buy online, and endeavours to offer its customers the lowest possible prices.

Amazon.co.uk and other sellers offer millions of new, refurbished and used items in categories such as Baby, Books, Car & Motorbike, Clothing, DIY &
Tools, DVD, Electronics & Photo, Grocery, Health & Beauty, Home & Garden, Jewellery, MP3, Music, Musical Instruments & DJ, Office, PC, Pet
Supplies, Shoes, Software, Sports & Leisure, Toys & Games, Video Games and Watches.

Kindle Paperwhite is our most-advanced e-reader ever with 62% more pixels and 25% increased contrast, a patented built-in front light for reading in
all lighting conditions, extra-long battery life, and a thin and light design.  The new latest generation Kindle, the lightest and smallest Kindle, now
features new, improved fonts and faster page turns. Kindle Fire HD is our most-advanced tablet, with a stunning customised high-definition display,
exclusive Dolby audio with dual stereo speakers, high-end laptop-grade Wi-Fi with dual-band support and dual antennas/MIMO, enough storage for
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HD content, and the latest generation processor and graphics engine. The all-new Kindle Fire features a faster processor for 40% faster performance,
twice the memory, and longer battery life.

Amazon Web Services provides Amazon's developer customers with access to in-the-cloud infrastructure services based on Amazon's own back-end
technology platform, which developers can use to enable virtually any type of business.

Amazon.co.uk is a trading name for Amazon EU S.à.r.l, Amazon Services Europe S.à.r.l and Amazon Media EU S.à.r.l. All three are wholly owned
subsidiaries of global online retailer Amazon.com, Inc (NASDAQ:AMZN), located in Seattle, Washington. Amazon and its affiliates operate websites,
including www.amazon.com, www.amazon.co.uk, www.amazon.de, www.amazon.co.jp, www.amazon.fr, www.amazon.ca, www.amazon.cn,
www.amazon.it, www.amazon.es and www.amazon.com.br. As used herein, “Amazon.com,” “we,” “our” and similar terms include Amazon.com, Inc.,
and its subsidiaries, unless the context indicates otherwise.

Forward-Looking Statements
This announcement contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933 and Section 21E of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934. Actual results may differ significantly from management's expectations. These forward-looking statements involve
risks and uncertainties that include, among others, risks related to competition, management of growth, new products, services and technologies,
potential fluctuations in operating results, international expansion, outcomes of legal proceedings and claims, fulfillment center optimization,
seasonality, commercial agreements, acquisitions and strategic transactions, foreign exchange rates, system interruption, inventory, government
regulation and taxation, payments and fraud. More information about factors that potentially could affect Amazon.com's financial results is included in
Amazon.com's filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission, including its most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K and subsequent filings.

Amazon Web Services provides Amazon's developer customers with access to in-the-cloud infrastructure services based on Amazon's own back-end
technology platform, which developers can use to enable virtually any type of business. Amazon.co.uk is a trading name for Amazon EU S.a.r.l,
Amazon Services Europe S.a.r.l and Amazon Media EU S.a.r.l. All three are wholly owned subsidiaries of global online retailer Amazon.com, Inc
(NASDAQ:AMZN), located in Seattle, Washington. Amazon and its affiliates operate websites, including www.amazon.com, www.amazon.co.uk,
www.amazon.de, www.amazon.co.jp, www.amazon.fr, www.amazon.ca, www.amazon.cn, www.amazon.it, and www.amazon.es. As used herein,
“Amazon.com,” “we,” “our” and similar terms include Amazon.com, Inc., and its subsidiaries, unless the context indicates otherwise.
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About BritainsDNA
Launched in April 2012, BritainsDNA immediately set out to innovate. By combining historical analysis with the genetic information that can be
gleaned from testing for ancestral DNA, we aimed to achieve a new understanding of Britain's history – a people's history.
A commercial company closely involved in scientific research, BritainsDNA offers a unique package of information featuring thorough historical
analyses of results currently unmatched by any other European DNA ancestry testing company.
BritainsDNA recently launched Chromo2, the world’s most advanced genetic ancestry test. Driven by the world-leading technology of Illumina,
Chromo2 brings new dimensions to ancestry testing, delivering significantly more detail than any other test for your motherline, fatherline or overall
ancestry.
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